Persisting selective block of unmyelinated fibers in cutaneous nerves of the cat by distilled water.
Experiments were done in vivo on the sural nerve of the cat's hindlimb. The nerve was desheathed for a length of 8 mm and superfused by Tyrode solution or distilled water. Electrical stimulation and recording was used to evaluate conduction block of nerve fibers. Irrigation with distilled water for periods of 3-5 min caused a persisting selective block of conduction in C-fibers while most of the A-fibers were unaffected. Recovery of the C-fibers never occurred during the time of observation (up to 130 min).